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An elderly Scotsman, Angus Forsyth, goes into a Chemist shop. He says to the assistant, “I have a headache, have 

you any aspirin?” “Certainly sir, she replies. Would you like 50 or 100?” “No!” Angus says. “Just the one. I've only got 

one headache.” 

Golfer: "That can't be my ball, it's too old."  Scottish Caddie: "It's been a long time since we teed off, sir." 

Maître d'hôtel: “Are you here for a special occasion?”  Forsyth: “Aye, we won the third prize in the annual Robert 
Burns Contest, a haggis  dinner for two.” Maître d'hôtel: “What were the other prizes?” Forsyth: “The second prize 
was a single haggis dinner, and, if you won the first prize, you didnae have to eat the haggis.” 
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President’s Report.  
 Another successful Forsyth afternoon was held in September and whilst our attendances 
were down on previous afternoons, we all enjoyed a pleasant time. Special thanks to Rod Conway 
for his knowledgeable talk on the uniforms worn in the Great War, together with an actual display 
of the uniforms. If you missed it this year, keep watching the newsletter for the 2016 afternoon.   
We would love to see more members at this event, organised for Clan members, other clans and 
our friends.   
 I would like to thank the Committee for their continued support and input into our Clan – 
thanks also to all members, who are our Clan Forsyth Society.  
 To all, wishing you peace and happiness this Christmas, followed by a New Year of good 
health.  
 Looking forward to seeing you in 2016.       Judy Forsyth.   

              

 

 Erskine Douglas Williamson 
(Compiled by Judy Forsyth) 
 He was born on 10th April, 1886 at the family home at 21 
Marchmont Road, Edinburgh, Scotland. His parents were James 
Williamson and Jemima (nee Forsyth) Williamson.  Jemima was a 
great Aunt to our Chief’s 5th Commissioner in Australia – James 
Davidson Forsyth. 
 The Chronological events in the short life of Erskine 
Williamson are as follows:- 
 
1886 – Born 10th April, 1886, Edinburgh, Scotland.  
1908 – Bachelor of Science University of Edinburgh. 
1909 – Masters, University of Edinburgh.  
1909 – Carnegie Trust of Scotland. 
1914 – Geophysical Laboratory, Carnegie Institute, Washington D.C. 
-  USA. 
1918 -  Married, Alice Boorman.  
1923 -  Died 25th December, Washington. D.C.  

 There is much which can be learned of this man from the internet. The below comes from the internet site – 
www.pubs.acs.org/doi/pdf/10.1021/ie50170a038.  and gives us a condensed version of his works, without it being too 
technical, I hope.  
 The death of Erskine Douglas Williamson on December 25, 1923, several days after an operation from which 
he seemed to be recovering, was a sudden blow to his friends and colleagues at the Geophysical Laboratory,  Born in 
Edinburgh, Scotland, on April 10, 1886, he was only thirty seven at the time of his death.  
Mr. Williamson obtained his early education at George Watson’s College in Edinburgh, where he showed marked ability 
in science and mathematics. He graduated with high honours from the University of Edinburgh, receiving the degrees of 
B.Sc in 1908 and M.A. 1909. During the two years 1910 to 1912, he was science master in Galashiels Academy, which 

Elizabeth Marie Briggs 
 It is with regret that we announce the death of another original member of our Clan Society. 
Elizabeth Marie Briggs (nee Forsyth) died on 23rd January 2015.  We remember how she travelled 
from North-Western NSW to our events in Sydney. Her sisters and brothers often met up with her 
here. They were from the John & Maria Forsyth family of the Port Macquarie area. She was a 
WAAF in WW II stationed at Narromine and was very proud of her Scottish heritage. Our sincere 
sympathy to her family.   
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he left to take up research work in physical chemistry at the University of Edinburgh.  While here he was granted a 
Carnegie scholarship, and in1914 he went to America to take a position on the scientific staff of the Geophysical 
Laboratory of the Carnegie Institution of Washington.    
 By training as a mathematician as well as a physical chemist, Mr. Williamson was able to bring this happy 
combination of faculties to bear upon problems in many fields of scientific endeavour. Although well versed in chemistry 
and in physics, he had that mathematical temperament which allowed him to deal with a purely abstract side of a 
problem, and to reach its solution with an apparent ease and with an elegance which was always a source of wonder to 
his colleagues. His first published researches dealt with the solubility relations of the various forms of calcium and 
magnesium carbonates. Later he became interested in the thermodynamics of solutions as applied to equilibria in 
solutions, particularly at high pressures, and was one of that unfortunately rather small circle which understands and 
appreciates the work of Willard Gibbs. During the war he was a member of a group which went out into the factories and 
supervised the manufacture of optical glass for military needs.   His particular field was the annealing of glass, and 
investigations begun while he was at the glass plant were completed later at the Geophysical Laboratory.   For his share 
in this investigation the Franklin Institute awarded him in 1921 the Edward Longstreth Medal of Merit. Another wartime 
activity in which he took part was the determination of the compressibility of mustard gas. Since the close of the war he 
has been engaged in the investigation of several phases of the behaviour of materials under very high pressures, 
particularly the compressibility of solutions and of minerals and rocks, the transmission of earthquake waves, and the 
veering of these on the constitution of the interior of the earth.   His latest activity was the construction of an apparatus 
for the determination of gravity.   This work was unfinished at the time of his death.  
 Mr. Williamson joined the American Chemical Society soon after coming to this country and continued to be an 
active member during the ensuing nine years. He was also a member of the Edinburgh Mathematical Society, a fellow 
of the American Physical Society, a member of the Geological Society of Washington, and of the Washington Academy 
of Sciences, and one of the editors of the Academy’s journal.    
 “With the passing of Mr. Williamson a very real loss is suffered by his colleagues. A brilliant scholar and a quick 
thinker, he possessed the unusual faculty of applying his attainments to the solution of problems which required the 
cooperative effort of several investigators. His thorough knowledge of a wide range of subjects made collaboration with 
him both pleasant and profitable, and his generous nature endeared him to all his associates.”  
L.H. Adams  (Leason Hebeling Adams. 1887 – 1969)  
 
From another internet site, we read more about his war effort: 

 

Optical glass and the war.  
 World War 1 interrupted this diverse research program, but it was an hiatus that led to still other ground-
breaking discoveries.  Like other scientists at the Geophysical Laboratory, Williamson decided to help with the war 
effort.  A critical problem facing the nation was how to enhance the quality of optical glass, which until then had been 
obtained from Germany.   Williamson relocated to glass-making plants in Pennsylvania and New York to help improve 
the manufacturing process. By mathematical treatments of heat flow in a variety of geometries and of structural 
relaxation, he showed how the annealing of glass could be optimized, which dramatically reduced cracking and 
devitrification. The work also addressed such simple but important engineering problems as the proper motion of stirrers 
in the melt and the placement of thermocouples in the manufacturing apparatus. The results of that work were published 
in a series of papers following the war and included fundamental equations still in use that describe heat conduction in 
solids.   In fact, entirely different Williamson and Adams equations came to be known in the glass and ceramics 
literature.    
 When the draft was introduced in Britain to feed the growing trench warfare, Wiliamson and other expatriates 
were called up. Only a letter from the Geophysical Laboratory’s director, Arthur Day, to the British ambassador spared 
Williamson from the front.   Indicating his greater value to the Allied cause by his service to the fledgling glass industry. 
Day saved him from the fate of other young Britons (such as Henry Moseley, who discovered the origin of the atomic 
numbers of the elements).   Day’s intervention paid off, as some 95% of the production of optical glass during the war 
was carried out under the direction of Williamson and other scientists from the Geophysical Laboratory. The industry 
partnership, which Day had begun before the war, contributed to the development of glass technology at Corning Glass 
Works in New York, including the invention of new glasses such as Pyrex.   
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 Erskine Douglas Williamson was always in our family tree, but nothing was known about him. We couldn’t find 
him in Scotland. But, searching through Ancestry one day I found him on a passenger list heading for the USA. I 
remembered that Tim Crossley, Clan Treasurer and Webmaster, had Ancestry U.S.A. Records, and the rest is history.   
Tim found various census records, his WW1 draft Registration card and various Passenger lists. Tim also decided to put 
Erskine’s name into “Google” and suggested I do the same. You almost always think your family isn’t important enough 
to be mentioned in the wide media, but you just never know. Try it.  
 Erskine married Alice Lydia Boorman the daughter of Mr.& Mrs. Joseph Boorman, their engagement notice 
appeared in the Washington Post August 18, 1918. And the wedding date September 11 1918. We have not found any 
children of the marriage.  Erskine’s death was caused by a cerebral haemorrhage, after an operation for an ulcer. 

Records show that he travelled home to Scotland to see his family, both whilst a 
single man and with Alice after they were married. James Williamson, his father, 
born at Strathmiglo in Fife, had been The Superintendent of the General Post 
Office at Edinburgh, and passed away in 1904, so he did not ever know of his 
son’s achievements. His mother, Jemima Forsyth, was born at Kelso, 
Roxburghshire, in 1851 and died in 1941 in Edinburgh. Jemima was the second 
wife of James Williamson and both wives had numerous children but it is sad 
that many died before reaching adulthood.  On April 30, 2014, the building 

(shown) named the Erskine Williamson Building was opened by Lord David Sainsbury of Turville at the University of 
Edinburgh. Scotland.                                              
    

Denise’s Column 
How to cook husbands from an old (1890) scrapbook, compiled by Denise Park, Clan 
Committee Member 
 A good many husbands are utterly spoiled by mismanagement. Some women blow 
their husbands up. Others keep them constantly in hot water, while others let them freeze by 
their carelessness and indifference. Some keep them in a stew, others roast them and keep 
their husbands in a pickle all their life. 
 It cannot be supposed that any husband will be tender and well managed in this way, 
but they are really delicious if properly treated. 
 To cook him, a preserving kettle of the finest porcelain is best, but if you have only an 
earthen pipkin, it will do with care. 
 See that the linen in which you wrap him is nicely laundered and mended, with the 
required number of buttons and strings, nicely sew on. Tie him in the kettle by a strong silk 
cord, called comfort, as one called duty is apt to be weak. They are likely to fly out of the 
kettle and be burned and crusty on the edges, since like crabs and lobsters, you have to 
cook them while alive. Make a clear, steady fire out of love, neatness and cheerfulness. If he 

sputters and fizzers, do not be anxious; some husbands do this until they are quite done. Add a little sugar in what the 
confectioners call kisses, maybe some pepper or salt. A little spice improves them, but must be used with judgment. Do not stick 
any sharp instrument into him to see if he is becoming tender. Stir him gently; watching the while lest he becomes useless. 
 If thus treated you will find him very digestible, agreeing nicely with you and the children. He will keep as long as you 
want, unless you become careless and put him in too cold a place. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

The Clan Forsyth Day 
Held at the Uniting Church Hall in Clan William 

Street, Willoughby  
on 27th September, 2015. 

The Selkirk Grace 
Some hae meat and canna eat, 
And some wad eat that want it; 
But we hae meat and we can eat, 
Sae let the Lord be thankit. 
                  Robert Burns (1759-1796) 

 

Scottish preacher to his congregation: "I don't mind you putting buttons in 
the collection plate, but please provide your own buttons. Stop pulling 
them off the church cushions." 

Another Scottish preacher prayed thus after a particularly unproductive 
collection: "We thank you Lord that the plate was returned safely." 

You should be careful about stereotyping the Scots as mean.              
There was a recent letter to a newspaper from an Aberdonian which said 
"If you print any more jokes about  mean Scotsmen I shall stop borrowing 
your paper."  
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A selection of photos from Clan Forsyth Day 
Held at the 

Uniting Church, 
Clan William 

Street in 
Willoughby 

on Sunday 27th 
September 2015 

 The Clan Forsyth Day had a great turnout, plenty of exhibits and a very enjoyable afternoon for clan members to 
meet and chat. Photos by Bill Forsyth. Watch for the next Clan Forsyth Day at a date to be set in 2016. 
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Sale of old church land for development 
 Many Clan folk will know the beautiful old church on the corner of the Pacific Highway and Mowbray Road at 
Chatswood, opposite the Great Northern Hotel.  A number of Clan events have been held there.  This church was built 
in 1871 and was attended by many Forsyths including old James Forsyth, the pioneer tanner of Willoughby.  More 
information about the church is available at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chatswood_South_Uniting_Church,_Sydney  

including its architect Thomas Rowe, the pioneer cemetery 
and the lovely story about the camellia tree on the site which 
supposedly grew from a cutting planted by a young woman in 
1878 in memory of her fiancée Hugh Bryson, who died after 
being thrown from his horse nearby. 
  The old church cemetery behind the church is one of 
only two church cemeteries remaining on the north shore, and 
has the graves of old James, his wife Margaret, his brother 
Thomas and a number of other Forsyths.  The cemetery is 
named as the Pioneers Cemetery and is protected by heritage 
order and cared for by Lane Cove council. Interestingly the 
large parcel of land being sold includes the church, but not the 

Pioneers Cemetery, so it should not be seriously affected by any development.  Enquiries to the selling agent and Lane 
Cove council indicate that the old church, while situated on part of the land which is for sale and subsequent 
development, is also protected by heritage requirements and will have to be preserved as part of any development. 
Nonetheless the Clan will watch carefully to try and ensure both the church and Pioneers Cemetery remain intact and 
preserved as part of our heritage.  A picture showing the affected land is below.  
David Forsyth, Clan Commissioner for Australia 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We need NEW Members! 
If you know of any Forsyths who are not members, please ask them to make contact with us so we 

can welcome them into the Sydney Branch: 
clanforsythaustralia@hotmail.com 

Also post or email your articles, photos and anecdotes for inclusion in future Clan Newsletters. 
Another option for contributions: the Newsletter Editor’s email address: cwlee@optusnet.com.au 

We are also looking for someone to become Clan Secretary. 
Please email us if you are interested. 

 
Is there someone who can interview and/or video elderly members of the Clan, capturing their valued memories for 

publishing on the website? Contact us if interested. 
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